
4.6 Communicable Disease Policy  
LLF provides children with a clean and healthy environment.  However, if this is your 
child’s first experience in group care, it is possible that they may experience more 
frequent illnesses at the beginning before their immune system becomes more active.  We 
ask that you do not bring a sick child to the center.  They will be sent home.  Please also 
plan ahead to have a back up plan in place if you are not able to take time off from work. 
 
If your child displays any of the following symptoms, either individually or collectively, 
our policy is to isolate the child from the other until the parents are contacted and arrive 
to take the child home: 

A. Vomiting more than one time or when accompanied by any other sign or 
symptom of illness 

B. Temperature of 100 F axially (under the arm) when in combination with any 
other sign or symptom of illness 

C.  Diarrhea (three or more abnormally loose stools within a 24 hour period) 
D. Sore throat or difficulty in swallowing 
E.  Redness of the eye, obvious discharge, matted eyelashes, burning, itching 
F.  Severe coughing causing the child to become red or blue in the face or to 

make a whooping sound 
G.  Untreated infected skin patches 
H. Unusual spots or rashes  
I.  Difficult or rapid breathing 
J. Stiff neck and an elevated temperature 
K. Yellowish skin or eyes 
L. Evidence of untreated lice, scabies, or other parasitic infestation 
M. Unusually dark urine and/or gray or white stool 

*Lewis Little Folks requirements for the above symptoms may be more stringent than 
licensing requirements. 
 
A staff member observes each child upon entering their group and throughout the day to 
detect any of the symptoms listed above.  A child exhibiting any of the above-listed 
symptoms of communicable disease shall be provided a cot and blanket and isolated 
within their classroom as available, and will not be left alone or unsupervised and will 
remain in sight and hearing of an adult.  Then the LLF staff member will immediately 
contact the child’s parents or guardian by phone calls to their offices(s) and to other 
phone numbers (cell phones, etc.) as indicated on the child’s Emergency Notification 
Form.  If neither of the parents/guardians of the child can be reached immediately, the 
staff member will contact the alternate person(s) identified on the child’s Emergency 
Notification Form.  The parent, guardian, or emergency contact person is expected to 
remove the child from LLF within one hour of the phone contact.  If the 
parent/guardian/emergency contact person does not arrive within one hour of the initial 
contact, then the staff member will again call the parent/guardian/emergency contact 
person initially contacted every 30 minutes until the parent/guardian/emergency contact 
person arrives.  In the event the parent or guardian becomes unavailable by phone, the 
staff member will again try to contact persons listed on the child’s Emergency 



Notification Form to make arrangements for the sick child to be picked-up from the 
facility.  If the parent or guardian fails to make arrangements for the child to be removed 
from LLF within 2 hours after the initial contact by the staff member, then the LLF 
Director shall issue to the parent/guardian a written statement of violation of this 
Communicable Disease Policy.  The issuance of two statements of violation per child 
shall be cause for disenrollment of the child from LLF, at the Director’s discretion.   
 
Additionally, after leaving LLF sick, the child must stay home for a 24-hour period 
following his/her departure, unless the child returns accompanied with a written 
statement from a medical doctor stating: 

1. The diagnosis of the condition as identified by the LLF staff member,  
2. A statement that such diagnosis is not contagious, and 
3. The date on which the child is considered non-contagious 

 
Without a doctor’s notice stating such information, the child my return to the class 24 
hours after his/her symptoms have subsided or she/he has been on medication for a 24-
hour period.  Parents/guardians are responsible for ensuring that the doctor’s note 
contains the information required by this Communicable Disease Policy.  In the event 
that a parent/guardian attempts to return the child to LLF sooner than 24 hours after the 
departure without a doctor’s note, or with a doctor’s note lacking sufficient information 
as required by this Communicable Disease Policy, the LLF Director my refuse the child’s 
entry to LLF until the earlier of either (1) 24 hours after the initial departure, or (2) 
receipt of a doctor’s note containing the information required by this Communicable 
Disease Policy. 
 
In the event that the symptoms reoccur after the return of the child to the classroom, the 
parents/guardian will again be contacted as described above and the same requirements 
will apply again. 
 
A LLF staff member shall continuously monitor a child who exhibits conditions of a mild 
illness (including but not limited to minor cold systems.), but who is not exhibiting the 
conditions listed above.  If the mild illness conditions escalate to the conditions listed 
above, then the above outlined procedure shall apply.  The child will be permitted to 
participate in daily activities so long as such child is able and willing. 
 
Parents will be notified of possible exposure to a communicable disease by posting on the 
Medical Information Bulletin Board located in the main hallway next to the kitchen.  
Parents my also be notified by a memo placed in their child’s locker. 
 
The Director will periodically review with the staff the signs and symptoms of illness and 
proper hand washing and disinfecting procedures.  The review will be given to each new 
employee and discussed periodically at staff meetings.  No staff member shall attend the 
Center if they exhibit signs of communicable disease.  The Director reserves the right to 
request a physician's note for a staff member to return to work following an illness. 

 
Be sure to inform the Center, between 8:00 am and 9:15 am, when your child will be 



absent from school.  The recovering child should be feeling well the previous evening, to 
be considered well enough for Child Development Center the next morning.  
 
LLF reserves the right to refuse entry into the facility of any child deemed too ill to 
participate or so ill as to provide the risk of contagion to the staff or other children.  The 
decision to dismiss a child from LLF may be made at the start of the day or any time 
during the day.   
 
LLF does not have adequate facilities to provide for ill children.  Accordingly, LLF’s 
Sick Policy is designed for the maximum protection of all the children and staff in our 
program.  LLF expects all parents/guardians to adhere strictly to this Communicable 
Disease Policy.  Any parent/guardian who intentionally violates LLF’s Communicable 
Disease Policy shall be issued a statement of violation.  The issuance of any two 
statements of violation of this Communicable Disease Policy per child shall be cause for 
disenrollment of that child from LLF, at the Director’s discretion. 
 
Proper immunizations and annual physicals will be required for all children enrolled in 
the Child Development Center or kindergarten.  Evidence to that effect will be required 
yearly as outlined in the enrollment procedures. 
 


